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Dear Dr. Fauci and Dr. Stanford:

We, Philadelphia area physicians of many races, ethnicities and religious backgrounds, stand together in deep 
gratitude to both of you for your exemplary public service.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, as our nation’s top infectious disease expert and trustworthy spokesperson for the public 
health community, you helped lead us through the most devastating pandemic of our lifetime. You have stood 
firm against the spread of misinformation and have skillfully and courageously navigated the uncertain path 
forward at a time of national crisis.

We applaud your dedication to the public’s health as Director of the National Institute of Allergy and  
Infectious Diseases for the past 37 years and your contributions to the fight against previous viral outbreaks, 
especially the scourge of HIV. We all know that your pioneering work in immunology is well documented in 
your prodigious output of publications in scientific journals and medical textbooks. We also know you have 
received many prestigious awards and honorary degrees during your distinguished career. For all you have 
accomplished and for your authoritative voice of reason and science, we stand with you.

Dr. Ala Stanford, as one of the first African American women to become a pediatric surgeon, and as a member 
of the faculty at Temple University, you have long recognized the enduring disparities and racial inequities 
in American health care. Your decision to found the Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium speaks to your 
innovative and ground-breaking outreach to educate and protect underserved communities of Philadelphia.  
The Philadelphia Inquirer described you as “a force of nature.” 

You have inspired us, week after week, by providing COVID testing, education and vaccines to thousands  
of Philadelphians that otherwise may not have had access to it. We thank and salute you for your dedication  
to improving the lives of those who have suffered institutional neglect and therefore have lost trust in the  
healthcare system.

Dr. Fauci and Dr. Stanford, we the undersigned are proud to support Interfaith Philadelphia’s decision to  
honor you with their annual Dare to Understand Award, honoring those who cross lines of difference to work 
together for the common good. Through your actions as inspiring physician-healers, you have demonstrated 
your unconditional faith in humanity and hope for a better future. By bestowing this award on each of you, 
Interfaith Philadelphia recognizes that, in the words of their mantra, you “dare to understand.”

            With gratitude for your partnership,
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